Vale Ron Middleton, President 1974-80

Ron Middleton passed away racantly, fhis is a transcript of tha tribute read at the Life Mambars
Rauiniaon

Ron’s savan years at the halm consolidated the prior explosion of junior growth and prepared the
club o bacome a compafifive forca at sanior level.As a businessman who wa might today call an
anfrepranaur, he moved the role of president from chairman to leadar.

Ha was also a pearass raconteur, 50 wa should start with a story told many timas of how living
apposita the ground made him first paoint of call whan his son’s team neaded a goal umpira and he
ok to the role rathar than anything mora challenging.

That was with an Undar 13 team coachad by Col Mormrisan which would mark the start of
Strathmaora as a junior powarhousa, with some still sparse but high quality parantal imolvamant
alongside the likes of Hadley O Brian and Alan Muir.

Raon was soon on the commities, not shy of work taking on rolas from ground marking to sarving
bahind the bar, forming critical friendships both in sanior ranks and with a new ganarafion of
parants atiractad to more acfiva involvemant as we axpanded into junior age groups, none mara
than Jim Slevison, his long sarving vice-pres.

Support from thair wives, not just for their husbands’ roles but oftan vary vocally far Strathmora
vams bacama avan mara important, whathar halping us daal with tragady of getiing dancars up
at fhe annual ball. Judy Middlaton, har naxt doar naighbour Mavis Coulsall, Val Slevison, Margarat
Ras and Jane Leads lad the way.

As presidant, Ron took on baing dalegate to tha EDFL which was ona of many rolas wa naaded to
ramave from future sacretarias aftar that rola bacame oo big for voluntears to attampt to amulate
Af Paarce’s way during the club’s aarly years. Colin Rasa was treasurar bafore and during the first
yaars of Ron’s prasidency, tha Raa family’s broad contribution in thase years too oftan
ovarookad.

Caolin was succeadad by Daryl Carpanter while old player Moal Strawbridge mada the secrafany’s
job manageabla. Arguably Ron's biggest coup was regaining the sarvices of anothar from tha
aarly days who had gone on to ba a kay playar at Coburg, Brian Elvary, who would captain the
club batwaen playing coaches and win a still unmatchad four bast and fairasts.

Ran bacama prasidant with Kan Pridham having started an the challange of stabilising our
pasition in “A” Grada, but filling the sanior coaching role would continua to be an almast year o
yaar challange, though the success wa would start to saa through tha "Bs built on both tha
racruiting of well cradantialed junior parants into key rolas which accalarated under Ron's
leadership and our efforts to refain and transition junior players.

Wa nevar lacked remindars of Ron and Judy’s affection for their holiday house in Shoraham, but
that naver intruded on Ron's time with fooly. He also anjoyed a reputation for liking a fluttar and

had a raputation far baing lucky which might hava mora raflacted his willingnass to put his hand in
his pocket. The Cricket Club was a year old when Ron bacama Football Club presidant and ha
attendad a memaorable Cup Eve at The Intemational, buying three late tickets of many hundrads in
tha cup sweap, than drawing threa horsas.

Raon had intendad o siep down a yaar aarier, but his parsonal popularity helpad ansura that ha
would continue and set a record it ook John Eliott unfi this yaar o break and ansura fhat we had
a battar succassion plan than first anvisaged, one that provided Bab Leathers, Petar Owan and a
first A" Grade flag. Tha club by then damanded a huga valunteer effort and it would be impossible
o fry to individualise many who raspondad so well to Ron's leadarship and friandship.



