URGENT: SOLE TENANCY OF moonee valley sports RESERVES
We are writing to advise that Moonee Valley City Council has received requests from soccer clubs to be granted year round sole tenancy of public reserves. 

This would result in o
ther sports clubs (long standing tenants of these reserves) to be displaced. Sole tenancy also has the potential to deny the community access to these open spaces.
The sole tenancy request from soccer clubs goes against the Councils very own community strategy, creates a loss of amenity for the wider community, threatens our local natural environment and is unwelcome. 

ThE REQUEST TO AcQUIRE YEAR ROUND ACCESS TO public land can only bE stopped BY widespread community objection.
The following are some points of objection that must be raised as examples to express your concerns to Council. WE MUST MAKE IT CLEAR THAT SPORTING RESERVES ARE SHARED COMMUNITY SPACES:
· Funds for construction of sports pavilions and ground upgrades were sold to the community as benefitting multiple sports codes and community groups for both organised and non-organised physical activity and recreation.
· Granting sole tenancy sets a precedent for other codes to demand full year round access to reserves which will result in inequitable distribution of space which until now has been shared amongst codes.
· 
· Clubs requesting sole tenancy have disregarded other code requirements for prep-season training and growth of sports irrespective of total number of players participating 
· All sports codes provide social, emotional and physical support to the community and no one code should be privileged above any other for example, presently no single highball court exists in the Moonee Valley 
· Sole tenancy would lead to clubs currently using Cross Keys Reserve to become displaced, and may lead these displaced clubs to seek alternative open natural space to be claimed for their activities. 
· Clubs requesting sole tenancy show a lack of regard for other clubs requiring the use of the same space.

· If sole tenancy is granted, clubs can dictate how the space is used including its availability for open space needs of the wider community. The Essendon Royals proposal seeks to erect a 2 meter high fence to prevent access by other users. This may include shared and casual use by families, children, pet owners and fitness enthusiasts.

· Sole tenancy encourages a territorial culture and if established, will be difficult to remove.

· If sole tenancy is granted, it would become far more difficult to prevent modifications to grounds that detrimentally impact the environment, for example, the potential installation of synthetic grass. Synthetic grass is proven to have serious consequences especially when placed near waterways and in flood prone areas and can be 10 degrees hotter in summer than grass turf.
· Additional permanent and semi-permanent structures will be erected in public open space. Player and coaches shelter structures, additional goal nets, additional fences and inappropriate and unsuitable advertising hoardings will all be part of exclusive use. 
· Clubs with sole tenancy may request ground modifications to improve their facilities to meet potential sport academy rating, and this will add an additional cost to Council finances.
· Sole tenancy may reduce the Councils ability to invest in building upgrades that are of benefit to the wider community, such as solar power and community battery installation. The Councils priorities to reduce carbon emissions and make the community more resilient with the impacts of Climate Emergency, are outlined in MV2040 
· Year round sole tenancy is driven in part by soccer clubs seeking to run expensive, private coaching programs/academies in the non fixtured season, to simply generate additional club revenue, at the expense of other sporting and non-sporting users of the space during summer..
· Moonee Valley Council states in their MV2040 Action Plan (Community Facilities) that “newly developed or upgraded community sports pavilions should seek to consolidate facilities and increase the supply of multi-purpose spaces. This would achieve efficient use of land and increase utilisation”. The proposal from the Essendon Royals to be granted sole tenancy of Cross Keys Reserve contradicts Moonee Valley’s policies. 
· Exclusion of other codes is discriminatory, contradicts prior community consultation and agreements and does not consider the growth and requirements of all codes 
· Overlapping of seasons between winter and summer codes is increasingly problematic and requires a sport strategy across all sports.
· With population growth anticipated for Victoria all sports and community groups who utilise open space face a growing number of membership numbers, and with a limited number of open spaces available, clubs may need to cap numbers. A cap on numbers restricts growth of all clubs, opportunities for community involvement and financial viability of clubs and community groups.
Ensure that there is continued Improvement in alignment of investment in sporting facilities to the delivery of Council’s community development strategies including the promotion and provision of youth, migrant, refugee, seniors, persons with a disability and women’s programs and services.
· Conduct an audit of community land under care and control of external organisations to negotiate wider community access. 
· 
HOW YOU CAN HELP
Now is the time to lodge your objections.
To ensure our Moonee Valley PUBLIC RESERVES REMAIN COMMUNITY SHARED SPACES, please send an email to Council, the CEO and all Councillors requesting that Council comply with the MV2040 Action Plan (Community Facilities) policy. You may like to use the above bullet points as a guide and try to give it a personal touch by creating your own words including why access to open, shared spaces matters to you. You must include your name and email address for your letter to count.
The objection should be sent by email to the following addresses. All email addresses below can be copied and pasted into email:
	HSui@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	CEO Helen Sui

	khodgson@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Councillor Katrina Hodgson: Myrnong Ward

	riser@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Councillor Rose Iser: Myrnong Ward

	jbettio@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Councillor Jason Bettio: Myrnong Ward

	sbyrne@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Councillor Sam Byrne: Rosehill Ward

	ptyson@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Councillor Pierce Tyson: Rosehill Ward

	jsipek@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Councillor John Sipek: Rosehill Ward

	nsharpe@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Councillor Narelle Sharpe: Buckley Ward

	aadams@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Councillor Ava Adams: Buckley Ward

	cnation@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	Mayor Cam Nation: Buckley Ward

	council@mvcc.vic.gov.au
	General Moonee Valley City Council email


Handwritten letters can be mailed to:

Moonee Valley City Council, 
9 Kellaway Ave, 
Moonee Ponds VIC 3039

Letters of objection must be submitted before SUNDAY 6th JUNE 2021.
For further information or assistance, please email Allison Dodd, President Strathmore Cricket Club allisondodd1976@gmail.com or 

Simon Tobin, President Essendon Cricket Club simon.tobin@citius.com.au

Many thanks for supporting your community.
FAIR ACCESS TO SPORTS RESERVES CAMPAIGN

�Check this is accurate with the wording of the request? Best to use the exact wording from the request


�Check this is accurate with the wording of the request? Best to use the exact wording from the request


�Please check and reword this part of the letter in line with feedback





“I think we need to add to the second paragraph "it should be made very clear....." that the request to extend to a further 6 grounds is actually 6 other soccer clubs within the municipality - I feel it reads that Essendon Royals will take over 6 other grounds.”
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