Glenn’s Game Day Report – Round 9 v Burnside Heights

There are a few parents looking a little shabby, none more so than our Runner, after a BIG NIGHT OUT. Other parents are asking ‘where the hell are we’, as this is a new ground for many of us. Poor Flynn is a late change, suffering more than most and unable to take the field due to the lurgy.
Captains for the day Peter Ricco and Mitch Bates are getting the boys fired up and ready to go.

The instructions from the coach are simple get the ball in deep and build the wall. Let’s look for each other when we can.

 1st Quarter

The BSB ( Burnisde Bears ) look bigger and show good early speed but Jacko, Matt Egan and Dukes are holding strong repelling every attack with counter attack. The two Luca’s are teaming well sending us into attack time and time again but we can’t get the ball between any of the sticks. Cruze is showing glimpses of his early game form and bringing his mates into the game just like the coach ordered but still no score. Late in the quarter Ben D shows guts with a strong mark and pass of the LBW onto Figgy and we look like a score but to no avail. Max J is showing the boys how to look for team mates and bring others right into the game. 

Quarter time 0.0 0 to 0.0.0

 2nd Quarter 

We seem to let ourselves down a little and switch off by 10% but that is enough to let the BSB into the game. Jamo and Cruze are the stand outs with huge individual efforts supported by Wilbur who is under the packs doing all the hard stuff we have seen all season and Duggo, Foles and Daniel never stop trying. Batesy and Peter R are truly showing what captains need to do but we still need more from everyone.

Jamo’s goal is a high light but BSB kick two for themselves. We are looking for more from the boys 

 ½ time and Damo lets the boys know that in Div 2 we can’t afford to switch off.

 Half time 1.1 7 to 2.1.13

3rd Quarter

We start the third quarter well Benny D wins the ruck and gets a kick into our forward line; we get a shot on goal for a minor score. Our forward line is too open and we have no one at home to reward the work up the ground. THEN I hear a call that I never thought I would from Damo “MASON GO TO THE GOAL SQUARE WE NEED YOU THERE “. Mason moved faster than I have seen before with a grin from ear to ear. The move is working and we are building and building BSB have to break and strong work from Jacko to Foles to Luca A who kicks a great goal gets the Mores marching.

We clear from the centre again thanks to Ben D who cops a hard knock for his troubles. Luca V and Ben M are everywhere like our big guys should and Tommy Sayers kicks long to the square. Great shepherding off the ball by Mason allows Foles an easy goal square mark for another goal.

Every time BSB try to attack we have Jacko, Jamo, Sam, Wilbur and Peter to repel.

Daniel N is using his pace and ball handling skills to the fullest to push us into attack and with the help of LBW things are looking good…. but we get beaten by the siren.

It’s ¾ time and we have the lead

Three-Quarter time 3.2.20 to 2.1.13
Last Quarter
There is a lot of talk by the parents during the huddle most is about DBW looking shabby in shorts and T Shirt and LBW in his blue shorts ( not your fault buddy but your dad can pay the $ 15.00 fine  )

We start the fourth quarter well with Batesy clearing kick out wide to a strong pack mark by Mason who kicks long to Tom and we look to score but BSB repel well. BSB go deep into attack but Foles and Ben D hold strong and we get a quick ball movement to Figgy who kicks out to the wing for another Mason mark onto Jacko and once again we go deep into attack BSB mark deep and switch the play for an end to chain of football that for them must be pretty to watch, they mark in the goal square for an easy goal. We now lead by one point.

The pressure is immense and I forget to write anything for a few minutes. When I switch back It’s the best play I have seen for the day, and destroying for BSB, Batesy from the back line onto Johnno who stops and looks to switch to LBW who gives it to his buddy Cruze who takes three bounces drives deep, follows the ball and gets a shot on goal himself only to hit the post, a great effort and shepherded all the way by his team mates. BSB kick in but we steal the ball via Capt Batesy for another score (3 points up now). BSB kick long but Jamo is marking everything and kicks long to Ben M who kicks truly for a great goal. 9 points and we are starting to look better and better. Peter R is under the packs giving his mates the easy ball and we head into attack again. The siren rings and we have won a really hard fought out game.

FULL TIME 4.4.28 to 3.1.19

Damo’s Awards 

Jacko   Mars Bar

Isaac    Drink

Cruze   Shop Voucher

I think there could have been lots more for a solid team effort today.

What did show today was that playing in Div 2, even against the lower sides, we need to be on our game for the full game not just three quarters.

 Glenn Murdoch

